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accidentally transferred from the account of some later siege of
a city situated below the confluence of the Five Rivers, or that
the author has mixed up into one account two and perfectly
distinct statements concerning the ditches of the fort and the
confluence of the rivers. Diodorus also describes the junction
of the rivers, but as he makes no allusion to their waters
forming a ditch about the fort, it is quite possible that this
account of three rivers may be due to the inflated imagination
of Curtius.

>\.
Multan.

The famous metropolis of MulUn was originally situated
on two islands in the R&vi, but the river has long ago deserted
its old channel, and its nearest point is now more than 30 miles
distant. But during high floods the waters of the Rivi still
flow down their old bed, and I have twice seen tjie ditches of
Multan filled by the natural overflow of the river.1 Multin
consists of a walled city and a strong fortress, situated on
opposite banks of an old bed of the R&vi, which once flowed
between them as well as around them. The original site
consisted of two low mounds not more than 8 or 10 feet high
above the general level of the country. The present height
varies from 45 to 50 feetf the difference of 35 to 40 feet being
simply the accumulation of rubbish during the lapse of many
centuries. This fact I ascertained personally by sinking several
wells down to the level of the natural soil, that is, of soil
unmixed with bricks, ashes, and other evidences of man's
occupation.

1* Burnes, 'Travels in the Punjab, Bokhara,' etc. i. 97, erroneously
attributes the inundation of the country around Multan to the "Chenab
and its canals." If he had travelled by land instead of by the river, he
would have seen that the innndation is due to the flood waters of the
Ravi resuming their ancient course from Sarai Siddhu direct upon Multan.
I travelled over this line in the end of August, 1856, and saw the old bed
of the Rivi in fuU flood.